Although Surgeon-Mnjor Curran's clever nnd interesting paper on " Presentiment," which is concluded in this number cornea not within the domain of " Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics, Hygiene or Jurisprudence," and is hardly capable of inclusion in the category of tlie " Collateral Sciences," still we feel assured that our readers will not demand of us an apology for inserting a communication which, perhaps, savours more of the poetieai than the scientific. As an interesting collection of peculiar psychical experiences the record has a value which the fanciful conclusion to which it is made to lend support does not annul.
THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [Mat 1, 1878. presentiments. We could supply him with several clear cases from our own personal experience ; and, as we are not conscious of being in any respect exceptional, if we multiply the instances proper to ourselves and within our own distinct recollection by the aggregate of present and past humanity, the result will be a tolerably large body of evidence on the side of unrealized aspirations, hopes, fears, &c., &c., more or less defined and pronounced. " When the mind is once pleased ?with certain things," writes Bacon, " it draws all others to consent and go along with them, ahd, though the power and number of instances that make for the contrary are greater, yet it attends not to them, or despises them, or else removes them by a distinction, with a strong and pernicious prejudice to maintain tlie authority of the first choice unviolated ; and hence in most cases of superstition, as of astrology dreams, omens, judgments, &c., those who find pleasure in such kind of vanities, always observe when the event answers, but slight and pass by the instances when it fails, which are much the more numerous."
If there are such things as unfulfilled presentiments (and who can deny it) and if presentiments are the whisperings of angels or disembodied spirits, it is a ghastly thought that we are liable to the suggestions, influences and promptings of lying angels, that haunt us during our waking and sleeping. It would indeed be adding a new misery to life if, on the occasion of every thought of our future, we were compelled mentally to address our unseen companion with? " Be thou a spirit of health or goblin damned ?" Who knows whether angels do not carry with them to the realms of light or darkness the characters as well as the experiences which appertained to them on earth; that there are not jocular, speculative or mendacious angels. We can imagine the spirit of a departed Baron Grant whispering to us with tongue in cheek (if angels possess such things) as we are about to invest our modest savings in the Bogey Tea Co., Ld., a delusive hope of 20 per cent, and chuckling over our writhings under repeated " calls." and our discomfiture on the final bursting of the bubble. Is Mr. Curran prepared to prove that angels and disembodied spirits, admitting their existence and power of " intervention and ministry" in matters mundane, actually do themselves possess a knowledge of the future ? There is such a thing as rational prevision founded on the existence of law and order in nature and our power of drawing conclusions regarding consequences from an induction of causes.
Where does this rational prevision end, and irrational, instinctive or supernatural prevision commence P The creative faculty of mau is a complex and active one. It may be the cause or product of emotion ; may be exercised voluntarily or involuntarily?nay consciously or unconsciously, and in either case may beget formulated ideas and impressions, embodying events and commanding belief. Given a faculty of this kind aud the doctrine of chance and coincidence, which can be mathematically demonstrated, and a certain number of presentiments must come true. We would recommend Mr. Curran to study the doctrino of reflex automatic or unconscious cerebration as expounded by Drs. Laycock and Carpenter, of which he is not ashamed to confess his " almost entire ignorance, and lie will find in it a power of explaining even more remarkable circumstances than tin occasional realization of presentiment.
